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Name: ______________________________ 

Salmonid Species 

Directions: Use the readings about chinook, Coho, and steelhead to answer the following questions. Fill in 

the blanks with the correct words or numbers. 

 

1. Of the two salmon, the ________________________ probably ranges less in the ocean. 

 

2. The ___________________________ is the largest of these three fish. 

 

3. _______________________________ are very good jumpers and can jump over waterfalls that are too high 

for other species. Because of this, they can get into streams where others cannot go. 

 

4. The ________________________ may migrate to the ocean when they are only a few months old. 

 

5. A chinook salmon may lay as many as ____________ eggs. 

 

6. The fish you might find in a river near San Diego is the _____________________________. 

 

7. Another name for the coho salmon is the _______________________________________. 

 

8. A chinook salmon may stay in the ocean for up to ________________ years. The coho, however, only stay in 

the ocean for about _____________ years. 

 

9. The species that varies the most in the amount of time spent in the river and in the ocean is the 

_____________________________. 

 

Use complete sentences to answer the following questions: 

10. Compare what happens to salmon and steelhead after they spawn. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Coho often migrate downstream at a certain time of day. When do they go and why do they choose to go then? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Challenge:  

Why do you think these three species of salmonids use different kinds of spawning sites? (Write your answer 

on the back of this page. Hint: there may be more than one reason!) 
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